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Foreword 

Texas, We Read On 

 

Spring greetings from the shiny new editorial team at Review of Texas Books! Since the departure 

of our former editor, the singular and much-missed Jennifer H. Ravey, we have been planning, 

curating, and designing this issue and forthcoming ones. We thank you for your continued 

patronage of the Review and hope you will share it with all the readers in your life. We have 

decided to continue as an annual digital publication issued in early spring; we will carry forward 

our tradition of offering a handful of reviews “from the backlist” but will primarily print reviews 

of books published in the previous year.  

 

In 2023, dear Texans, we read on through unprecedented headlines of war, strikes, felony 

indictments and convictions of high-level government leaders, Twitter’s rebranding, failing 

banks, and The Eras Tour. We read about shifting geohistorical landscapes in John S. Wilson’s 

Mapping Texas and shifting political landscapes of Reconstruction in Robert J. Dillard’s Two 

Counties in Crisis. We read of racially coded Ranger justice in the biographies of John B. 

Denton, by Mike Cochran, and Leander McNelly, by Tom Clavin. We heard Latino voices speak 

of the terrors of cartel violence and immigration in A Night of Screams, a horror anthology edited 

by Richard Z. Santos. 

 

We read on
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Karen Lynne Klink. At What Cost, Silence?: The Texian Trilogy, Book 1. Phoenix, She Writes 

Press, 2023. Pp. 352. Paper: ISBN-13 978-1647426033, US$17.95. 

 

At What Cost, Silence? 

Philip Zozzaro 

The Villere family is a medium sized clan living in East Texas. The family’s patriarch, 

Paien, makes a fairly profitable living farming tobacco. He is married to the exquisite Madeleine 
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of more than a decade form the essence of the narrative while each chapter is seen through 

various characters’ perspectives. The accounts of Adrien and Bernadette are often the most 

poignant as the progression from youth to early adulthood comes with both triumphs and 

heartache. By the conclusion of this wonderful novel, the reader will find themselves ready to 

dig into the continuation of this saga. A literary triumph from start to finish. 

Reviewer Bio: Philip Zozzaro is a married father of three from New York. He is an avid multi-

genre reader and has been reviewing books since 2015. He has reviewed books for The San 

Francisco Book Review, Booklist Magazine, U.S. Book Review, and other publications. 
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Tom Clavin. Follow Me to Hell: McNelly’s Rangers and the Rise of Frontier Justice. New York, 

Macmillan Publishers, 2023. pp. 364. Paper: ISBN 9781250214553, US$29.99.  

 

A Sort of Militia: The Texas Rangers in the Time of Leander McNelly 
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thirty-three years of age, McNelly seemed marked, as The Houston Daily Telegraph reported, by 

“‘inflexible determination and untiring activity’” (210). He first distinguished himself as a very 

young cavalry officer during the Civil War, when he exhibited his proficiency at using ruses—

having scouts cross the same bridge repeatedly during the night to give the illusion of a superior 

force approaching and causing the Union officer to surrender. To the ruse he added courageous 

risk and defiance and even ruthlessness to end the Taylor-Sutton feud in DeWitt county, using 

pitiless deputies as agents of justice; according to John Wesley Hardin, fear of McNelly was the 

main cause for the outlaw’s departure from Texas. In the Nueces Strip—a no-man’s land between 

the Rio Grande and the Nueces River—he battled rustlers who were almost certainly sponsored 

by the Mexican government, and like Captain Ranald McKenzie even risked the charge of 

invasion of a sovereign country by confronting rustlers on their home ground. Ordered by the 

Secretary of the Navy to desist he replied as follows: 

 Near Cuevas, Mexico, Nov. 20 1875. I shall remain in Mexico with my rangers and cross  

back at my discretion. Give my compliments to the Secretary of War and tell him and his 
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Kelly Ann Ellis. The Hungry Ghost Diner. Beaumont, TX: Lamar University Literary Press, 

2023. pp. 117.  Paper: ISBN-13: 9781942956990, US $17.00 

 

Hungry Ghost Diner Satiates 

 

Nicki Michalski 

 

The Hungry Ghost Diner by Kelly Ann Ellis is a wide-ranging exploration of one 
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Reviewer Bio: Dr. Michalski is an associate professor and interim department chair of the 
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Mike Cochran, John B. Denton: The Bigger-than-Life Story of the Fighting Parson and Texas 

Ranger
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Denton as journalists and writers of so-called dime westerns began to exploit the image of the 

man of God turned Indian fighter. Most notorious of these was Alfred W. Arrington, who like 

Denton was a self-educated Methodist minister and lawyer as well as a gifted speaker. Unlike 

Denton, however, Arrington was morally dissolute, a womanizer and “debauchee from his 

fourteenth year” (150). He had no qualms about portraying a hero named Denton, using the 

names Paul and James in place of John. He melodramatically manufactured a Dickensian 

childhood of extreme poverty and abuse, as well as numerous heroic adventures such as the 

sudden courtroom appearance of the husband of Mary Denton to rescue her with brilliant 

eloquence from the charge of murdering a man who would have degraded her. Arrington also 

published a very popular poem entitled “An Apostrophe to Water,” supposedly penned by 

Denton as the climax of a temperance lecture. So wide was the influence of such compositions 

that when Denton’s son Dr. Ashley Newton Denton died in 1901, the State Medical Association 

of Texas in an honorary tribute extolled Ashley as the son of “Paul Denton.”  

Cochran’s volume is exceedingly well-researched and documented, and it culls its 

findings from numerous and diverse sources. In a way, an important aspect of his study is its 

careful clearing away of the lingering falsehoods and misapprehensions concerning the life of 

John B. Denton—many of them made by well-meaning and competent scholars. He hardly 

confirms Denton’s status as “martyr,” keenly respectful of Native American culture and its place 

in Texas history. Ultimately, he upholds Denton’s significance—not as martyr but as a “real man 

of his time, who earned the respect of his contemporaries” (172), a symbolic representation of 

the hardworking and morally committed settlers whose character and ambitions helped to define 

Texas as it moved from territory into statehood. 
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John S. Wilson, ed. Mapping Texas: A Cartographic Journey, 1561-1860. Waco, Baylor 

University Press, 2019. pp. 132. Hardcover: ISBN 9781481311816, US $29.99. 

Charting Texas History 

Andy Coughlan 

Everyone has access to a map, nowadays, with a simple click on an app. A cross- country drive 

is accompanied by a soothing voice telling us every turn, guided by pinpoint satellite navigation. 

But once, a map was more than a way to get from A to B. It was a geopolitical guide, a source of 

survival, of rebellion. It was also a work of art. Mapping Texas: A Cartographic Journey, 1561-

1860, compiled from The Texas Collection at Baylor University, is the perfect addition for lovers 

of history, geography, or art. There is a brief introduction, and the maps are presented in sections 

that are loosely themed, but editor John S. Wilson writes that the book “is not intended to be an 

academic, scholarly, or exhaustive work on Texas maps.” That may not be the intention, but the 
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Reviewer Bio: Andy Coughlan is a journalism professor at Lamar University, award-winning 

arts writer, and exhibiting artist. A native of Brighton, England, he has lived in Southeast Texas 

for 40 years. 
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Richard Z. Santos. A Night of Screams: Latino Horror Stories. Houston: Arte Publico Press, 

2023. pp. 221. Paperback: ISBN-13 9781558859616, US $24.95. 

Fear Knows No Borders in Santos’ 1LJKW�RI�6FUHDPV 

Cesar Delgado 

From the dark hallways of Bellevue and beyond, courtesy of Sydney Macias, emerges a 

captivating anthology titled A Night of Screams: Latino Horror Stories. This collection palpitates 

with an unearthly energy, inviting readers into a world where the horror of Hurricane Maria is 

recounted by the dead, the incessant struggle for Latine/Hispanic representation in media is 

achieved only through butchery and the lingering wailings of the Llorona persist. A Night of 

Screams celebrates the essence of Latino horror— or rather acknowledges the horrors of being 

Latino.  

Monique Quintana opens the anthology with an adaptation of the well-known urban 

legend of the Rainbow Ballroom in “Dark Lord of the Rainbow.” Quintana’s piece opens with a 

girl’s fascination with the dark and macabre. Specifically, it is her obsession with the Hooved 

Man that places her in the passenger seat of his Chevy Malibu. In a nutshell, Quintana warns of 

the danger of being seduced by a devil. As for the reader, this short story sets the tone and pace 

for a literary road trip that takes us through different landscapes and scary destinations.  

As we speed our way down editor Richard Santos’s highway through hell, we find 

ourselves in Southside California with Luisito. “Indian Blood” chronicles the life of young Luis 

as he struggles to provide for his aging abuelita. After a bad day at work, Luisito makes a deal 

with a devil and finds himself struggling with powers beyond his comprehension. Compared to 

other installments, Marcos Damian Leon paints a poignant picture that reminds the reader that 

sometimes danger lurks close to home.  
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After making our way through chilling shorts and a selection of poems, the final piece in 

this collection is an excerpt of Ivelisse Rodriguez’s Before We Became a New People. Rodriguez 

ends A Night of Screams with the howling nightmare of colonialism inflicted on our gente, 

specifically, our boricua siblings. To accomplish this, she invokes the assistance of our ancestors 

and an orisha in a writing that will shock her readers.  

Crafted by a diverse group of Latino authors, this anthology explores the multifaceted 

realm of horror. It skillfully avoids becoming redundant, using a diverse cast of voices to create 

an engaging experience. It excels in portraying a rich tapestry of Latino horror, transcending the 

genre to offer profound insights into identity and folklore. In a time where cultural understanding 

is being attacked by wicked forces, A Night of Screams stands as a much needed and timely 

exploration of the genre that transcends borders, beckoning readers to appreciate the horror of 

our shared experiences and to accept that “the things of nightmares” are not too scary after all.  

Reviewer Bio: César Delgado lives in the Port Arthur-Beaumont area in Texas, where he earned 

his B.A. in English from Lamar University’s Reaud Honors College. Having presented at the 

Popular Culture Association of the South conference as an undergraduate, his areas of interest 

continue to be Latino entertainment, culture, and literature. He is currently a writing and Texas 

History teacher with Port Arthur Independent School District. 
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Thomas Zigal. Outcry Witness. Fort Worth, TCU Press, 2019. pp. 320. Paper: ISBN-13 

9780875657189, US $28.95. 

The Price of Truth: A Review of Thomas Zigal's 2XWFU\�:LWQHVV�(From the Backlist) 

Karen Bartlett 

Outcry Witness by Thomas Sigal is an engaging read, not what one might expect for a 

novel that explores the ways the Catholic Church handled, at times through denial, sexual abuse 

committed by their own clergy. The novel, set in New Orleans, begins in 2001, as protagonist 

Peter Moore’s book about the murder of a Catholic clergyman is about to be published. The 

murder took place in 1980, but 20 years later, the old bishop is worried about how Moore’s book 

will affect his nomination to the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops.  

The novel shifts to the events of the 1980 murder, giving readers a firsthand view of the 

scandal that threatened irreparable damage to the Catholic Church. Father Martin Landry, 

associate priest of Our Lady of Sorrows Catholic Church, is found brutally murdered. Father Ted 
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Jeffrey R. De Lio, Selling the Humanities: Essays. Huntsville, TX: Texas Review Press, 2023. 

pp. 222. Paper: ISBN-13 9781680033182, $29.95 

 

Can the Humanities Survive an Increasingly Neoliberal World? 

Hannah Franklin 

At a time when our society is becoming increasingly focused on profit, economic growth, 

and materialism, causing people to consider fields in the humanities impractical, Jeffrey R. Di 

Leo’s book, Selling the Humanities: Essays, attempts to tackle the issue of whether or not there 

is a place for the humanities in our current neoliberal society. At the same time, Di Leo also 

confronts the issue of whether it is possible to prove the value of the humanities, while still 

retaining the humanizing qualities that define this field. This book is a collection of twenty-four 

essays in which Di Leo analyzes a diverse assortment of critical issues within several areas of the 

humanities: literature, philosophy, critical theory, and music. Throughout his essays, Di Leo 

addresses a broad range of topics withBT

/.169 rg
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Laurence Musgrove. 
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Lareida Buckley. Stories from the Sheriff’s Daughter. Fort Worth, TX: TCU Press, 2023. pp. 224. 

Paper, ISBN: 978-0875658346 $24.95. 

Stories from the Sheriff’s Daughter 

Stacey Knight 

Lareida Buckley gives us a first-view account of a rural small-town Texas girl growing 

up under the watchful eye of her mother and her father, the sheriff of the town. The author 

cleverly portrays a vivid coming of age story describing what it was like growing up as the 

Sherriff’s daughter through Dolly, the main character of the story. 

Dolly, her two brothers Walter and Bill, and her parents live directly next to the jail 

during her middle childhood through young adult years as her father served multiple terms as 

sheriff of the town. Throughout the book Dolly tells her candid stories of encounters she has with 

prisoners in the jail and her somewhat naïve insights on why they ended up in the trouble—as 

well as what eventually becomes of the “criminals” after their release. She also explains her 

mother’s duties as jail cook, custodian, and dispatcher for the Sheriff’s Department and her 

mother’s yearning for a different home and a more protective, peaceful environment in which to 

raise her children. 

Dolly spends much of her childhood daydreaming about what it would be like to travel 

and has fantasies about the wonderful life of a roustabout. Always yearning for a life away from 

her small rural community and having dreams of traveling the world, Dolly goes on a 

backpacking trip in Europe during college and unfortunately loses her beloved father while she is 

away. Throughout the book,  of triy5Ck41 0 001f thet iy t drp.0009i 8u0 0C n away from 
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community. She returns and remains there, taking a position as a social worker and resigning 

herself to the fact that this is where she should have been all along. 

Buckley’s tender, earthly, and comical first-hand account from Dolly gives us a glimpse 

of small-town Texas life and the trials and tribulations of growing up there. 

Reviewer Bio: Stacey Knight is an Associate Professor in the School of Nursing at Lamar 

University. As a descendant of Austin's “Old Three Hundred” and an avid reader, she applauds 

and supports the efforts of Texas authors and those narrating Texas history. 
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Robert Dillard. Two Counties in Crisis: Measuring Political Change in Reconstruction Texas. 

Denton, TX: UNT Press, 2023. pp. 241. Paper: ISBN-13 9781574419078, US $34.95 

 

Two Counties in Crisis or One State in Transition? A Review of Two Counties in Crisis: 

Measuring Political Change in Reconstruction Texas 

 

J. P. Nelson 

 

Robert J. Dillard’s Two Counties in Crisis is a fascinating exploration of the politics of 

Texas during the Reconstruction era that followed the U.S. Civil War. The main title does not 

reflect the breadth of the historical analysis within the book. Within its pages, Dr. Dillard does an 

exemplary job of educating readers on key developments in the governance of Texas during 

Reconstruction. Alongside the discussion of broader historical trends, the book used detailed 

analyses of two demographically distinct Texas counties to illustrate the dynamics at play closer 

to the level of the individual citizen. 

Dillard’s analysis of statewide trends incorporated academic work on political culture 

(and culture in a broader sense) to explain the development of a more uniform state political 

culture in the wake of the U.S. Civil War. The book’s historiographical analysis is compelling as 

well, and raises important points about the interpretation of Texas history. While the central 

focus of the work is on the U.S. Civil War and Reconstruction, Dillard makes the work relevant 

to present-day political observers. The epilogue highlights how some aspects of Texas political 

culture have changed in the intervening years. The detail of its discussion of Texas history alone 

makes the book worth reading; the broadly accessible incorporation of social scientific research 

into its arguments makes the work a “must-read” for scholars of Texas history and politics. 

University and college libraries should definitely purchase Two Counties in Crisis. It is exactly 

the kind of book that researchers and students of Texas politics should read to deepen their 

knowledge of the state’s political history, and the basis of some of its past political division. The 
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broader citizenry would benefit from reading such a book (and history buffs among them would 

likely enjoy it). For these reasons, the book is a less essential purchase for community libraries 

than those associated with colleges, but it can be a valuable addition to their shelves nonetheless. 

Reviewer Bio: James P. Nelson is an undergraduate alumnus of Lamar University, and received 


